‘[’ 13,15 and 22 — not even the
une ords of the Irish pubs in Paris
i mm agre=e on a figure. However, they all
| W ere has been something of an
| wmwesion in the number of people set-
e up I their business.
N wst 11 vears ago the first pub, Le
| wet D'Argent (the Silver Goblet), a
l w Jar with peeling paint, opened its
|
|
|

Word of mouth originally carried
news of a new pub opening. The Irish
Association and the Church often (inad-
vertently) provided the advertising. One
landlord remembers a certain Irish nun
who warned her female charges to stay
away from a recently opened bar. The
warning had the opposite effect and the
pub soon had a roaring trade!

The pubs have now imported such
strange notions as bar stools, happy
hours, friendly staff and Guinness to the
French. Many landlords can cite exam-
ples of nearby native bars which have
adopted the notion of a happy hour, and
Guinness signs are no longer arare sight
above Parisian cafés.

jmors on the Rue des (Cygnes, near
=um Les Halles. In the past three
wars © has been joined by most of the
~ wmmfrmed) Irish pubs which have
sweem the area the name of Little Ireland.
ames such as Ryan’s, Molly’s, Joyce

| unt _smnolly’s are now common on bar
| sgms of the 3rd and 5th arrondisse-

""" | memis. All claim to be in profit. Many are . . Success can be measured in the
: www preparing to expand, or have al- Paris 1s facmg d volume of beer consumed in an Irish
| iy 2one so, into other parts of France ¢ . pub. The larger ones will, on average,
P Furope. revolution — in sell four to five times as much draft beer
| Wust of the landlords are convinced drinking habits. as the largest brasseries (about 100 kegs

2t 1 is the pub-style atmosphere that i per week). The French who visit the
wes won them their custom. They claim Thl’OllghOllt the CIty pubs show evidence of a change in tradi-

-

wt Paris can be a very unfriendly place - tional drinking habits — they will tend
* v casual drinker. French cafés and Irish plle have Spl’llllg to drink more than the Parisian’s cus-

wrasseries, they say, were created with up llll'illg customers tomary one or two bottles of beer per
. 1.7=rent philosophy to that of the pub B night. Landlords admit that their French
— wfen positioned on a street corner AWdAY from traditional customers still consume less than many

B s, Cafés: Nick Ryan - {sonis b o g btven
awaeing population, including some reports This success has attracted the keen
%) Irish, many of whom frequent eyes of the Guinness and Murphy’s mar-

2 pubs. Many more were present during the construction keting departments. While the latter has yet to make a
‘“uro Disney, which may partially explain the more recent  significant impact in France, Guinness launched a major
PEZEDSION. | European campaign in February.

v addition, Ireland has always had strong cultural links The company helps landlords find new outlets, recruit staff
win France via the Celtic heritage it shares with Brittany. fromIrish catering colleges and has employed a firm to create
"¢ pubs have become popular as places to enjoy Irish  five basic Irish pub design packages, which have been used

wrure. such as plays, poetry readings, music and art exhibi-  all over Europe. It also “talks” to banks and the Irish tax office

»= In some pubs up to 40% of French customers are in order to help with finance.
fir=20n Guinness says that its major marketing campaign is aimed

“uhs also form a good place for the French tospeak English,  at those pubs already established in Europe, but it has also

E rding to customers. However, many said thatthey didnot  launched an advertising campaign in Eire to attract publicans
S «uare the same kind of empathy with the British as they did  to the Continent. As European regional director Vince Horne
fz wiin the Irish — to date, there is only one genuine Englishpub  says: “If an Irish pub is opened in Paris with Irish publicans,
- B ne whole of Paris (The Bow Bells, on the Rue des volume goes up three times.”
wrdonnais). Even this has a large number of Irish custom- The Quiet Man is typical of the smaller Irish pubs in Paris.
s and staff. [t sits unobtrusively on the Rue des Haudriettes, near the

20 b
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